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Geoff Plumlee (Ph.D. Geochemistry, 1989, Harvard Univ.; B.S. Geology, 1980, Univ. New 

Mexico) is a senior research geochemist with the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) specializing in 

the environment and human health. Growing upon his early career research on the environmental 

geochemistry of mineral deposits, Dr. Plumlee’s recent research focuses on issues involving 

geochemistry and public health, and the roles for environmental geochemistry in disaster 

response and preparedness. One aspect of his current health-related research examines the 

geochemical interactions of minerals with human body fluids, and their links to toxicity. He has 

helped lead interdisciplinary teams that assess environmental and health implications of materials 

produced by disasters, such as dusts generated by the 9/11/2001 World Trade Center collapse, ash 

and burned soils from numerous wildfires, volcanic ash, and a recent lead poisoning outbreak in 

Nigeria linked to artisanal gold ore processing. Dr. Plumlee has presented numerous invited, 

keynote, and plenary lectures to earth, environmental, and health scientists, and is lead or 

contributing author on over 220 scientific papers and abstracts. He is an adjunct clinical assistant 

professor at the University of Colorado School of Public Health, where he co-teaches a graduate 

level class on environmental and occupational health. He has served as advisor to the U.S. Navy 

Lung Disease Assessment Program and the U.S. Federal Interagency Working Group on 

Asbestos, and is an expert member of the International Volcanic Health Hazards Network. Dr. 

Plumlee is currently serving as Chair of the American Geological Institute’s Environmental 

Geoscience Advisory Committee, and served as the 2008 Chair of the Geological Society of 

America’s Geology and Health Division. Dr. Plumlee’s work has received national and 

international recognition via the Society of Economic Geologists’ Lindgren Citation for his work 

in environmental geochemistry, and the U.S. Department of the Interior’s Superior Service and 

Meritorious Service Awards. 


