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Technology is ever present in everyone’s life and represents a major cultural aspect. Through the 

engineering design process the future is being built today in ways that represent major potential 

changes in the way we live, the way society is structured, and the possible ways to have a meaningful 

flourishing life. The technology innovation process usually does not include a critical analysis that 

considers the ways in which human flourishing is facilitated or the ways of life that might not be 

desirable.  

The engineering education institutions across the United States, Puerto Rico, and in many countries 

have not included a consistent message to students in the engineering curriculum that clearly 

establishes the broad social responsibility of the engineering profession. While many important efforts 

in engineering ethics and related areas such as science-technology-society have provided a much 

needed insight, those efforts have not translated into a mainstream practice in some crucial aspects. For 

example it is possible for students to graduate from many engineering programs without ever being 

exposed to the notion that technology is not neutral. Engineering professionals might see the 

technology during the engineering design process as a tool that could be used for good and bad without 

realizing that it also has inherent characteristics that change the way we live and should not be 

categorized simply as good or bad depending on their use.  Another important aspect that is usually 

absent from the technology innovation process is its impact to human wellbeing of the communities in 

which a type of technology is disseminated. The authors propose the concept of Wellbeing Engineering 

to include these important aspects into the technology innovation process.  

The current work presents the use of ongoing efforts in Appropriate Technology and Responsible 

Wellbeing as a starting point to reflect upon the impact of technology on remote communities. These 

platforms in turn serve as a springboard to consider the same issues of quality of life to communities 

that are not poor. An example of energy access projects and smart grid development are used to 

examine the potential to translate appropriate technology criteria to spark the discussion on a wellbeing 

engineering framework. 

 


