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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
Tamas Torok 

POSITION TITLE: Microbiologist/staff scientist 
EDUCATION/TRAINING   
INSTITUTION AND LOCATION  DEGREE YEAR(s) FIELD OF STUDY 
Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany B.S. 1969  Food sciences 
Humboldt University, Berlin, Germany M.S. 1971  Food microbiology 
University of Szeged, Hungary   Ph.D. 1982  Microbiology 
Technical University, Budapest, Hungary M.S. 1984  Bioengineering  
 
A. Positions and Honors.  
1971 - 1974 Microbiologist, Center for Food Control and Analysis, Budapest, Hungary 
1974 - 1988 Senior staff scientist, Department of Microbiology, University of Horticulture and Food 

Sciences, Budapest, Hungary 
1988 - 1992 Visiting scientist, USDA Western Regional Research Center, Albany, CA 
1992 - 1995 Senior research associate, Life Science Division, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
1995 -1997 Scientist, Life Science Division, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
1997 - present Staff scientist, Life Science Division, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
2001 - present Adjunct faculty at Cañada College (Redwood City, CA; teach microbiology courses) 
2003 - present Adjunct professor of medical microbiology and immunology (Touro University at Mare 

Island, Vallejo, CA) 
2003 - present Adjunct professor at California State University Hayward (teach microbiology and 

immunology courses, graduate thesis committee member) 
Member of the Editorial Board for the J. of Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology (1996 - present) 
Member - DOE Review Panel for the Initiatives for Proliferation Prevention (IPP) program (1998 - 2001) 
Chair of the DOE Initiatives for Proliferation Prevention (IPP) program review panel (2001 - 2003) 
Member - DOE Review Panel for the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program (1998 - 
present) 
Member of Board of Directors, US Federation of Culture Collections (2002 - present) 
Ad-hoc review panel member for NIH program on culture collections (1999 and 2003) 
Member of the University of California Discovery Program review panel (2003) 
Honors 
“Outstanding Performance Award” -  Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (1996) 
“Outstanding Mentor Award”  -  US Department of Energy (2004) 
Memberships 
American Society for Microbiology 
American Society for Industrial Microbiology and Biotechnology 
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
US Federation for Culture Collections 
Volunteer for Citizens Development Corps (CDC) [assignment in Kosovo in 2002] 
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C. Projects 
• “Microbially derived crop protection products”  -  DOE IPP program (PI); 5/2002 – 7/2006 
The project screens large numbers of microbial natural products for their biological activity with potential 
application for crop protection.  The microorganisms were isolated in extreme environments mostly in the 
territory of the former Soviet Union. 
 
• “Microbial diversity for novel biotechnology applications”  -  DOE IPP program (PI); 8/2004 – 
12/2006.The project is targeting the collection of extremophilic microorganisms and uses both total 
community genomic DNA and cultivation based approaches. 
 
• “Screening plant extracts and microbial natural products” -  DOE IPP program (PI); 10/2000 – 
12/2003.  Plants and microorganisms were collected in and around the failed nuclear power plant in 
Chernobyl and in the 30-km exclusion zone in Ukraine. Screening for Pol III inhibiting natural molecules. 


