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SUMMARY

The CoHemis Center hay been networking and faciliteting Morth-South collaborations in science
and technology within the Americas for several years before the Summil of the Americas and before the
document Science in the Mationa! Inferest converted such collaborations into official US policy. Through
its five-year trajectory, CoHemis bas demonsirated beyond deoubt that it can contnbute sepmificantly to
the avainment of the objectives of hemispheric integration in wayas in which no one else can.

Our Center has been able ko pet support and collaborations from government, academia and the
privaie sector 1o ovganize many activities, both in Puerte Rico and in Latin America. Beiween June
1994 and June 1996, we have brought &9 presenters from conlioental U5 and Latin America and 34
from Puerto Rico topether with over 1140 attendees in Fuerto Rice and overseas for workshops, confer-
ences, and shord courses on such themes ag enecgy, environment, civil infrastructure, and wasie dis-
pesal. During thiz period. CoHemis has orgsnized 18 hemitspheric conferences, workshops, and semi-
pars in Puerto Rico and a short-coume senes in six Latin Amencan cities that reached more than 431
persons. This bhas been achieved through collaboration with universtties, privaie lirms and national
science and technology organizations in 15 countries in our hemisphere. Our Center has accnmulated
five years of poodwill, ties and colleboraticns with moat of the nationst Science and Technology orga-
nizations in the hemisphere and is often treated as a Latin American organizalion in Latin America.

In 1992 CoHemis began to form a hemisphenc netwerk which corrently embraces 17 institutions
in 17 countries, all committed (o coflaborate i the oplementation of the above mission. The CoHemis
Congsortingm is 2 stifl-prowing, sctive network fhat constitutes a comprehensive, unique pool of resources
for North-South collaborationa in science and technology. It aims te include at least one university
1eaching science and technology in every country of the Amernicas that has one.

Thanks to the visicn of NSF's Dr. Joho B. Scalzi, and the support of UPR officials, CoHemis has
become the hemispheric cooperation center for science and technolopy. CoHemis™ linkages 1o mosl
national science and technology organizations in the Amernicas and its partnerships with key noaversi-
ties in many Latin American and Caribbean countries, complemented by a consistent newsletter apd a
5-year record of successfil activities and aatisfied clients, make it a valuable way 1o reach the hemi-
spheric science and technology community, Its seiting within the Usiversity of Puertio Rico provides it
with a unique advantage for achieving its objectives.

The University of Puerto Rico is the only institution in the US jurisdiction thal teaches mostly in
Spanish and has a graduate school which covers engineering, natural, marine, medical, and agricultural
sciences, business administration, planming ., social sciences. eovironmental sciences, and public heabth.
Iis Mayagtlez Campus has a faculty that is 30% Latin in 2 Land Grant wniversity. lo additon, UPR-
Mayagliez is fully accredmed, fully bilinguat, bas an iniernationsl faculty and swudent body, and is
located in a Spanish-speaking Caribbean island within a diverse community that is ractally and politi-
cally tolerant.

Presently, the mission of CoHemis is to facilitate collaborative applied research, technolopy as-
sessment, aond human resources developmens programs (o scrve the needs of the Americas with the
participation of engineers and scientinlg from the different countries of the hemisphere, while working
towards the ereation of the research center outlined by the 13 conniry delegales whe participated in the
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